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National Context 
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• OECD Canada ranks 15/15 (Switzerland 215, Canada 88 /100,000) 

• Master’s enrolment: 85,674, 45.6% male, 54.4% female 

• Doctoral enrolment: 48,006, 52.8% male, 47.2% female 

• Over 125%  increase in master’s and doctoral enrolments in last twenty years 

• Highest rate of change in graduate education in smaller provinces 

• Greatest increase in enrolment for master’s under 25 years of age 

• York national rank in enrolments:  Master’s 14/69, Doctoral 11/69 

• York national rank per cent of international students, 47/69 (11%) 

• Less than 20% doctoral recipients employed as full-time professors (40% in 
post-secondary education)  
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• Greater demand for professional masters, four plus one degrees, graduate 
certificates, and online graduate courses (flexible and adaptive) 

• Provincial, national and international attention on the changing nature of the 
PhD with greater integration of professional skills development in graduate 
programs 

• Increased focus on decreasing times to completion (with recent proliferation 
of studies from major academic associations and funding agencies on these 
matters) 

• Fewer tenure track positions and increased hiring of PhDs in colleges 

• PhDs are holding multiple post-doctoral fellowships before they get hired into 
academic and non-academic positions with limited institutional support 

• Conference Board of Canada embarked on five year study to facilitate a 
national post-secondary strategy for economic, social, cultural and political 
development 

• HEQCO prepared a number of reports on graduate education  
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Provincial Context 
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• York ranks fourth in number of graduate students in province:   
      U of T, Ottawa, Western, York 
 
• Increased graduate program offering in province (937% increase in  
      graduate programing at Brock) and particularly at master’s level in Toronto  
       Area (UOIT, OCAD, Ryerson) 
 
• Introduction of metrics and differentiation discourse 

 
• No application data 
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Research Capacity 
 
Number of graduate degrees awarded:  Masters: 1748, PhD: 192 
Number of graduate awards/scholarships:  702 (Masters: 124, PhD:  578) 
Total Amount of Graduate/Scholarships Awards:  4,508  
Total Value of Graduate/Scholarship Awards:  $24,593,212 
 
Research Focus 
 
Graduate degrees awarded to undergraduate degrees awarded: 
Undergraduate: 10,011, Graduate: 1940 
Graduate to undergraduate ratio:  1: 52.63 
 
International Competitiveness 
 
Ratio of international to domestic graduates [used by Times Higher 
 Education Rankings] 

Metrics 
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Provincial Graduate Landscape   
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York Context 
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Total number of MA graduate programs at York - 65 
Total number PhD graduate programs at York - 40 
Total number of diplomas programs - 35 
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Full Time Part Time Full Time Part Time Full Time Part Time
Masters 1,948 1,588 3,536 543 44 587 2,491 1,632 4,123
Doctoral 1,347 255 1,602 195 9 204 1,542 264 1,806

Total 3,295 1,843 5,138 738 53 791 4,033 1,896 5,929
% of 
Grand 
Total

56% 31% 87% 12% 1% 13% 68% 32% 100%

GrandTotal
Domestic Total 

Domestic
Visa Total   

Visa

Total Domestic and 
Visa



•Lowest graduate tuition in the province 
•Only university that offers six years of employment 
doctoral funding 
•11 % of graduates are international 
•Represent the largest group of researchers on 
campus 
•Play an important role in undergraduate education 
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72% of International Students come from these 10 countries 

Where are they from?  
International Students 
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In the last three years, graduate applicants last degrees were from: 
  
• York University 

 
• University of Toronto 

 
• Ryerson 

 
 
Sixty per cent of applicants are unique with 40 per cent applying  
to more than one program. 

York Applicants 
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LA&PS Context 

Number of MA students domestic and international  – 957 
Number of PhD students domestic and international – 748 
           1,705 Total 
 
LA&PS has 28.8% of Grad Students at York 
 
Number of Grad programs  in LA&PS  - 22 
LA&PS Grad Programs:  
23 MA 
16 PhD  
12 Diplomas LA&PS-affiliated 
 
Overwhelming majority of graduate funding comes in the form of: 
27% scholarships, 3% researcher contributions, 70% employment 
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LA&PS PhD Students by Year 
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Tuition Code
Grad 

Candida
cy Level

FA14

Domestic 1 133        
2 108        
3 101        
4 91          
5 91          
6 93          
7 5            

Total Domestic 622      

Visa 1 20          
2 11          
3 8            
4 11          
5 10          
6 5            
7 -         

Total Visa 65        

Total by Level 1 153        
2 119        
3 109        
4 102        
5 101        
6 98          
7 5            

Total Domestic 
& Visa

687      



Liberal Arts & Professional Studies 
Intake History Report 2007-2014 – Masters Applications 
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2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Domestic 2,139 2,246 2,349 2,287 2,107 2,047 1,906 1,755
International 514 431 537 585 735 715 688 750
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Liberal Arts & Professional Studies 
Intake History Report 2007-2014 – Doctoral Applications 

 

2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014
Domestic 563 601 568 541 501 515 478 442
International 178 223 195 256 304 267 241 251
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York Challenges 
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• Significant growth of graduate programs in province 

 
• More demand for career degrees 

 
• Complicated funding packages (multiple sources, detailed 

provisions of collective agreements) 
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• Consulting with students, staff and faculty through working groups on 
      graduate students with disabilities, international graduate students and 
      enhancing graduate student experience 
• Regular meetings with GSA, GPDs and GPAs 
• Implementation of comprehensive Graduate Professional Skills Development (GPS) 
• Process improvements (online admissions  - students receiving offer  
      and funding letter together) 
• Development of online student record and awards software (ethics, petitions,  
      milestones, work assignments, scholarships for 2017) 
• Direct deposit of scholarships 
• Accessible longitudinal data on applications, offers, registrants and targets 
• Development of Academic Excellence Fund 
• Increase in scholarship success ($1.5 million increase in SSHRC scholarships in 2014-2015) 

 

What have we been doing? 



Opportunities:  
Innovation in Graduate Education 

• Developing Four plus one master’s 

• Changing program requirement of doctorates 

• Integrating professional skills development in graduate 
programs 

• Mobilizing graduate alumni for networking 

• Implementing support services for Post-Doctoral Fellows 
and Visitors 
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Faculty of Graduate Studies 

 
Partnering in Innovation, Leadership and Excellence in 

Graduate Education  
 

Enhancing the Graduate Student Experience 
 



Faculty of Graduate Studies 

 
 
 
 

Faculty of Graduate Studies is a pan-university structure 
providing oversight and advocacy for graduate 

education 
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FGS 

 
FGS will continue to provide oversight of graduate appointments,  
supervisory committees, academic petitions and appeals, thesis, 
dissertation & supervision guidelines, research ethics, graduation and 
convocation, transcripts  
 
FGS will continue with Faculty Council and its five standing committees:   
 
• APPC  
• Petitions  
• Appeals and Academic Honesty 
• Awards  
• Nominating 
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