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Introduction 

York University's strategic object ives are substantially aligned w ith the government's policy objectives. York w ill play a 
key role in pursu ing socia l and economic development, high-qua lity education, financial sustainability and 
accountabili ty, access for all qua lified learners, world-class research, innovat ion and collaborat ion, and pathways for 
students. 

York is a comprehensive, research-intensive institution located in the heart of Ontario 's fastest-growing urban area and 
the centre of innovat ion act ivity. York has become one of the largest universit ies in North America, and it continues to 
evolve. 

• 	 W ith over 54,000 undergraduate and graduate students, York educates approximately 10 per cent of Ontario' s 
university students. 

• 	 York is transform ing itself into the university of the 21st century. 
o 	 York aspires to be Canada's engaged University through a focus on experiential education, discovery , 

research impact, and community outreach both locally and globally. 
o 	 York' s programs prepare graduates w ho take a broad view of socia l, polit ical, cultural and environmental 

concerns. York' s graduate programs - w hich coll ectively are the second-l argest in Ontario - are 
preparing the next generat ion of advanced researchers and professiona ls. 

• 	 lnterd isciplinarity and a focus on socia l responsibility are ha llmarks of York' s teaching and research. 

• 	 York' s research has impact . York is rated 11th among Canadian un iversit ies for the impact of its research 
outputs, including i h in the Socia l Sciences and Humanit ies and gth in the Natura l Sciences and Engineering. 
York is a leader in Canada for the quality of its research, and its research funding base is growing. Research at 
York is supported through 27 interdisciplinary and collaborat ive research centres, w ith strengths in atmospheric 

and space sciences, history and refugee studies, health, the environment, cl imate change, susta inability and 
digita l media. 

• 	 York is globa lly oriented in our academic programs, research and student popu lat ion . It has established its 
reputation worldwide w ith 280 partnersh ips w ith international un iversit ies. It attracts new Canadians and 
international students from 170 countries. More than 270,000 York alumni span the globe. Our students w ill 
have increased opportun it ies for internat ional experiences. 

• 	 York is located at the centre of the new urban environment surrounding Toronto and the GTA. York draws 
students from all parts of the Greater Toronto Area and surround ing region to its Keele and Glendon campuses 
and to its professional development centres for Business and Law in downtown Toronto. The completion of the 
Toronto-York Spad ina Subway Extension w ill connect the Keele campus and the rest of the city and w ill improve 
access for students from York Region . 

York is pleased to submit this document as a first step in developing a Strategic Mandate Agreement for 2014-15 to 
2016-17. York w ill propose addit iona l institut ional metrics after further consultation is undertaken. Note that va rious 
components of the document are also subject to further review through the University's normal governance processes. 

1: Proposed institutional mandate for 2014-15 to 2016-17 

York shares the government' s commitment to providing access for all qua lified learners. 

• 	 York is at the centre of Ontario's fastest-growing and most diverse region . The share of young people seeking a 
university education can be expected to continue to grow in our region over the next three years. 

• 	 York is the un iversity of choice for students who are the first in their fam ili es to attend University. York educates 
more first-generat ion students than any other Ontario un iversity. York enrolls more coll ege-to-university 
transfer students than any other university. York provides speciali zed academic supports for one of Canada's 
most diverse student populations. 
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Over the next three years, York proposes to create more opportunit ies for students in its areas of different iated 

strength, including: 
• 	 Completion of Ontario's new est Faculty of Engineering, creating " rena issance engineers" w ho take a 

mult idisciplinary approach to their profession and intensify ing the research base in engineering and applied science 

• 	 An expansion at the Glendon campus, Southern Ontario' s centre for French-l anguage and bilingual university 
education 

• 	 Spaces to accommodate the cont inued growth in Ontario's largest pool of coll ege-to-university transfer students, 
includ ing a new init iative in York Region in partnersh ip w ith Seneca College 

• 	 The launch of innovative professional programs that prepare students for emerging fields such as Digita l Cultures, 
Aging, Rea l Estate and Infrastructu re, and Disaster and Emergency Management 

• 	 The development of programs on individual and community health, Aging includ ing a new undergraduate BA/ BSc 
program in Global Health, as the University strengthens hea lth research and education as a foundation tow ards an 
eventual School of Medicine. 

York w ill cont inue its w ell-established areas of program strength at the undergraduate, Masters and PhD levels, 
includ ing: 

• 	 Access and cred it transfer 

• 	 Arts, media, performance and design 

• 	 Bilingua l programs 

• 	 Business 

• 	 Education, human services and community development 

• 	 Healthy individuals and communit ies 

• 	 Humanit ies and socia l sciences 

• 	 Law 
• 	 Masters and PhD programs 

• 	 Study at the boundary of disciplines 
• 	 Stud ies of the environment, sustainability and the new urban environment. 

York is fully engaged in improving the experience of our students and strengthen ing research w ith in exist ing resources. 
State-of-the-art enrollment modeling is allow ing York to proactively reallocate student spaces to reflect changes in 
student needs and workforce demands. Business processes are being updated so that York staff is able to focus on 
va lue-added work that supports the institution . Section 6 identifies many w ays in w hich York is making improvements 
w ith existing resources. This year York is undertaking an Academic and Adm inistrative Program Review, a structured 
assessment of all of York's programs and services based on a set of common criteria. 

Fu lly achieving York' s proposed inst itutiona l mandate w ill requ ire the government' s support : 

• 	 Expand ing York's undergraduate programs to meet expected student demand will require funding for 1,759 
add it iona l spaces by 2016-17 (eligible fu ll-t ime undergraduate headcount, over 2013-14 levels; see Table 2). 

• 	 Expand ing graduate enrolments w ill be ach ieved by fu lfilling the University's cu rrent Reaching Higher allocation, 
w ith no add it iona l spaces requ ired. 

• 	 The government's support wil I be needed to meet capita l requ irements of approximately 350,000 gross square feet 
for increased enrolments. 

• 	 Investment wil I be needed to support the expansion of bilingua l programs at the Glendon campus. 
• 	 The government's support will also be needed in approving new academic programs. New program approva ls w ill 

be sought at the undergraduate and graduate levels. 

• 	 In add it ion, York expects to submit a proposa l to expand programs offered in York Region in partnership w ith Seneca 
College. Enrolment levels and capita l requ irements w ill be determined after the government policy on satellite 
campuses is published. 
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2: M ission and vision 

York University's mission statement is ava ilable at: www.yorku.ca/web/ about yorku/ mission.html . The 2010 Provostial 
White Paper sets out th is vision for York in 2020: 

Our students and facult y will be more engaged w ith the teaching and learning process and w ith each other. Our 
linkages w ith the broader community, both in terms of the teaching and learning process as w ell as through our 
research activit ies, w ill have broadened and deepened. We w ill have established a new Medica l School and a 
separate Facu lty of Engineering. Our reputation as a research intensive institution contribut ing to innovation, 
social and economic development in the Greater Toronto Area, the province, Canada and the world w ill have 
been solid ified and enhanced. Aspiring to be Canada's Engaged University, we w ill be seen as an innovator in 

pedagogy, making use of social media and other forms of technology to meet evo lving student needs and 
creating life-long learning opportunities for part-time, mature and return ing students. Our university w il l be a 
global magnet for students w ho w ill see York' s diversity as exemplifying and modeling values of globa l 

cit izenship. Our reputation as a leader and innovator w ill have been strengthened and the pride on our 
campuses and amongst our alumni at w here we have been and w here we are going w ill be pa lpable. 

3: Institutional enrolment projections 

Table 1: Baseline University Full-Time Headcounts (Eligible and Ineligible) 

Baseline projection for the miversity as a whole. These shoud include additional capacity which has already been funded through capital projects 
currertly underway. These projectiorn should not in:::lude the impact of proposed projects, or assume provinci 

Eli! ible Students 
Actuals Preliminary Projected 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 

Undergraduate 37952 37902 37706 37065 37225 37100 37840 38045 38045 

Master's 1827 1784 1864 1889 1994 2068 2108 2135 2155 

Ph.D. 1116 1091 1019 940 956 969 981 993 1003 

Total Eligible Full-Time 
Headcounts 40895 40777 40589 39894 40174 40137 40929 41174 41203 

lneliaible students 

Actuals Preliminary Projected 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 
Undergraduate 3060 3355 3541 3839 3889 3925 3975 4025 4085 
Master's 337 361 375 399 406 412 418 426 432 
Ph.D. 153 170 170 193 197 201 206 212 217 
Total heligible Full-Time 
Headcounts 3550 3886 4086 4431 4492 4538 4599 4663 4734 

I otal Mm-time umversny 
Headcount (Ellglble + 

lnellglble) 44445 44663 44675 44325 44666 44676 45529 45837 45937 

www.yorku.ca/web/about
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Table 2: Proiected Universitv Full-Time Headcounts IEliaible and lneliaiblel 

Enrolment projection for the university as awhole. In addition to the baseline projections in Table 1, these projections should include the impact of 
proposed projects and provincial approval of future projects or associated policy decisions (e.g., progr 

Eligible Students 
Actuals Preliminary Projected 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 
Undergraduate 37952 37902 37706 37065 37312 37451 38824 39493 40297 
Master's 1827 1784 1864 1889 2008 2103 2167 2219 2263 
Ph.D. 1116 1091 1019 940 979 1024 1073 1124 1176 
Total Eligible Full-Time 
Headcounts 40895 40777 40589 39894 40299 40579 42063 42836 43737 

Ineligible Students 
Actuals Preliminary Projected 

2010-11 2011-12 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19 
Undergraduate 3060 3355 3541 3839 3899 3955 4299 4410 4768 
Master's 337 361 375 399 406 412 418 426 432 
Ph.D. 153 170 170 193 197 201 206 212 217 
Total Ineligible Full-Time 
Headcounts 3550 3886 4086 4431 4502 4568 4923 5048 5417 

101a1 t-u11-11me umversny 
Headcount (E llglble • 
lnellglble) 44445 44663 44675 44325 44801 45147 46986 47884 49153 

Assumptions for Table 2: 
• 	 The government will approve new programs, as listed in Sect ion 5. 
• 	 The government will support capital requ irements of approximately 350,000 gross square feet for increased enrolments . No 

capital is proposed for the Glendon campus; this assumes maximum Glendon enrolments of 2,900, with no provision for further 
expansion or other institutions. 

• 	 York expects to submit a proposal to expand programs offered in York Region in partnership with Seneca College . Enrolment 
levels and capital requ irements will be determined after the government policy on satellite campuses is published. 

4: Current areas of program st rength 

Access and credit t ransfer 
Tota l headcount (eligible) (2012-13) : 5,784 (York students admitted on t he basis of coll ege t ransfer) 

23% of Onta rio's coll ege-to-university t ransfer students attend York - t he highest sha re of any university. Coll ege 

t ransfer students account for almost 6,000 of York's undergraduate students. They are found in almost all fie lds of 

study, w ith high concentrations in administrative studies and social sciences. 

Arts, media, performance and design 
Tota l fu ll-t ime headcount (eligible) (2012-13) : 2,521 

The Facu lty of Fine Arts is the largest comprehensive facu lty in its fie ld in Canada, and t he only fine arts faculty in t he 

province of Ontar io. The Facu lty of Fine Arts has two nationa lly-ranked arts programs - Design and Film - and has 

recently received two new Canada Research Cha irs (Interactive Informat ion Visua li zation and Digitally Mediated 

Performance) as part of a cluster hire in digita l cu ltu res in coll aboration w ith Engineering. Research in Fine Arts is 

pioneering numerous digital arts programs and digita l culture init iatives spann ing 3D cinema, data visualizat ion, locat ive 
media, virtua l and immersive environments, interface and interact ion design, spatiali zed-sound, gaming and digitally

mediated performance. These strengths are complemented by high-demand programs in Communicat ion Studies at the 

undergraduate level, and Commun ications and Cu ltu re at the graduate level, offered by the Facu lty of Liberal Arts and 

Professional Stud ies. 

Bilingual programs 
Tota l fu ll-t ime headcount (eligible) (2012-13) : 2,377 
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The Govern ment of Onta rio has designated the Glendon campus as t he Southern Ontario Centre of Excellence for 
French-l anguage and Bi lingua l Postsecondary Educat ion . The Glendon campus is t he only campus in Southern Ontario 
to offer a range of French-l anguage university programming. It is t he only campus in the province to offer all its 
programs in both French and English . All student services are available in both English and French. The GPA of entering 
students is among the highest of Onta rio's liberal arts facu lt ies. Glendon's bilingua l programming has a strong global 
focus as seen in its graduate School of Public and Intern at iona l Affa irs, its Master's of Conference Interpreting, its 
undergraduate program in Internationa l Studies, and its Intern ationa l BA. 

Business 
Tota l fu ll-t ime headcount (eligible) (2012-13): 1,522 (Schu lich ) 
The Schu lich School of Business has three major areas of st rategic focus: global o r ientat ion, innovative and forwa rd
looking programming, and the integrat ion of a much broader frame of reference in all of its business programs. Schulich 
is one of t he world's most globa lly oriented cent res of management lea rn ing. The School has a large and growing global 
footprint, w it h campuses in Hyderabad, India and Beij ing, China. In Fa ll 2013, Schulich was ranked #1 in Canada in seven 
straight rankings, and in two of t hose rankings was rated #1 in t he world. Schulich's MBA program is ranked among the 
world's lead ing schools by The Economist, Forbes, Bloomberg Businessweek, Expansion (based in Mexico City ), Financia l 
Times, The Wa ll Street Journ al, Corporate Knights and the Aspen Institute. The School's Kellogg-Schulich EMBA program 
is ranked #1 in t he world by The Economist in 2013, #5 in t he world by The Wa ll Street Journ al in its most recent ranking 
(as part of t he Kellogg globa l network of EMBA partner schools) and #1 in Canada and among t he leading programs in 
t he world by t he Financia l Times of London. Through t he Facu lty of Liberal Arts and Professiona l Studies, York also 
offers one of Canada' s largest undergraduate programs in Adm inistrative Studies as well as undergraduate and graduate 
programs in Human Resources Management. The Faculty of Health offers specia li zed honors programs in Health 
Management and in Health Informatics. 

Education, human services and community development 
Tota l fu ll-t ime headcount (eligible) (2012-13): 2,210 
York is one of Ontario's largest producers of new graduates in Educat ion and Socia l Work. York' s programs are 
dist inguished by t he University's commitment to work w ith partners and engage w ith t he commun ity. The Facu lty of 
Education's BEd pre-service teacher educat ion program integrates equ ity and socia l just ice throughout t he cu rr iculum, 
and it gives underrepresented individua ls an opport un ity to become teachers. York is t he largest provider in Onta rio of 
in-service courses to over 5,000 teachers annua lly. York's teacher education program for deaf and hard of hearing 
students is one of only two in Canada. The School of Socia l Work is recognized as having one of t he most progressive 
and socia lly responsive social work programs in Canada. The School offers two undergraduate (BSW) st reams and the 
MSW and PhD. York students are equ ipped for professional practice in a w ide variety of social work arenas, from work 

w ith individua ls and fam ilies to practice w ith community, policy, research, and intern ational settings. 

Healthy individuals and communities 
Tota l fu ll-t ime headcount (eligible) (2012-13): 8,503 
York University has made a substant ial investment in advancing hea lt h educat ion and research over t he past decade, 
includ ing establishment of t he Facu lty of Healt h in 2006. The Faculty of Healt h, wit h over 11,000 students and 400 
faculty, is unparall eled in Nort h America for its crit ica l mass of educat ion, research and loca l-global community 
engagement . Healt h graduates each yea r over 2,000 student 'Agents of Change' in Nursing, Psycho logy, Kinesio logy & 
Healt h Science, and Health Policy, Management & Informatics. York is one of Ontario's largest producers of graduates in 
professional programs in Nursing, Clinical Psychology, and Kinesio logy. Hea lth programming at York is built on a 
dynamic interdisciplinary lea rn ing environment where t he focus on prevent ion and wellness to improve the overall 
healt h of individuals and communit ies aligns with achieving susta inability of t he hea lt h ca re system. This unique 
approach to t rain students for ca reers in t he hea lt h sector encompasses a spectrum of disciplines from t he social 
sciences, nursing, psychology, to education, business, law and the bio logica l sciences. York' s hea lt h research bu il ds on 
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established st rengths in neuro-cognit ive science, menta l, creative and physical healt h, life sciences, social and 
environmental determinants, cr it ica l disabili t ies, nursing and cr it ical healt h studies. Partnerships on campus - such as the 
life sciences and social-environmenta l determinants of hea lth - and the rapidly evolving academic/commun ity network 
(York Health Academ ic Network in GT A/York Region) are laying the foundat ion for furt her development . 

Humanities and social sciences 
Tota l fu ll-t ime headcount (eligible) (2012-13): 21,210 
Research and teaching st rength in the humanit ies and social sciences form the core of York University. York is 
dist inctive in making liberal arts a cr it ica l foundation for learning across the university, enhancing t he capacity of ou r 
graduates as global leaders for the 21st centu ry. The recent concentration of liberal arts programs, and t he pair ing of 
t hem wit h a range of professional and applied programs in the Facu lty of Liberal Arts and Professiona l Studies, has 
created an institut ional framework in wh ich novel interplay between and among disciplines thrive. Conta ining top
ranked disciplinary programs such as History, Polit ical Science, Geography, and English, and one of Canada' s largest 
undergraduate business schools, a rarely pa rall eled array of language programs, and a vast range of interdisciplinary 
degree programs, t he new Facu lty creates myriad meet ing grounds among knowledges and methods for the eminent 
scholar and the fi rst-yea r student alike. Research in t he humanit ies and socia l sciences has national and internat ional 
impact (see "Master and PhD programs" ). 

Law 
Tota l fu ll-t ime headcount (eligible) (2012-13): 906 
Osgoode Hall Law School ranks second in Canada in Maclean's survey of law schools. As of October 2012, Osgoode 
ranks fifth out of 500 law schools outside the United States, based on the number of t imes that papers by Osgoode 
faculty and graduate students have been downloaded in the preceding yea r. Osgoode is dist inct ive in developing 
experiential programs in coll aboration w ith commun ity partners (such as t he Disability Rights Clinica l program w ith 
ARCH, Pa rkdale, the LAWS collaborat ion w ith the Toronto Distr ict School Board, the directed research course w ith 
Centre for Addiction and Menta l Healt h, the business law clinic w ith Stikeman Elliott, and a new intell ectual property 
intensive program w ith external partners). York is home to the Law Commission of Ontario . 

Master's and PhD programs 
Tota l fu ll-t ime headcount (eligible) (2012-13): 2,883 
York is Onta rio' s second-l argest provider of graduate education. York graduates can be found as policy makers and 
advisors, researchers for industry and not-for-profits, as well as in academic ro les. York' s programs integrate 
professiona l ski I Is development to prepare students for careers in socia l, polit ica l, cultural and economic sectors. 
York outperforms seven of the U-15 universit ies in rankings of the impact of its research outputs, w ith an overall 
national ranking of 11th. HESA's ranking of un iversity research impact places York 8th in Canada in Science and 
Engineering, and 7th in Canada in Social Sciences and Humanit ies. This ranking is based on bibliometr ic (h-index) data 
normali zed for academic discipline and number of faculty. The 2013 QS World Unive rsity Rankings, based primarily on 
research activ ity, place York in the top 15 un iversit ies in the world for business research, the top 40 for history and the 
top 100 for English language and literatu re, modern languages, linguistics and geography. York ranks in the top 150 in 

accounting, economics, mathematics, med ia studies, philosophy, polit ica l science, psychology, sociology and statistics. 
York outperforms many of the U-15 universit ies in these rankings. 

Study at the boundary of d isci plines 
Tota l fu ll-t ime headcount (eligible) (2012-13): 4,486 
York' s teaching and research make part icu lar provision for t he explo rat ion of borders between t rad it iona l disciplines. In 
t he Humanit ies and Social Sciences, in part icular, York was a pioneer in creating such programs as Business and Society, 
Law and Society and Chil dren' s Studies. York is moving to newer fie lds such as Gender, Sexuality and Women's Stud ies; 
Crit ica l Disability Studies; and Disaster & Emergency Management. Organized research un its such as the Centre for 
Vision Research and the York Centre for Hea lth Resea rch bring together t he best researchers and teachers from mult iple 
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Facu lt ies and Departments to perform ing interdisciplinary scholarsh ip. On a smaller scale, programs in digita l med ia 
(Computer Science and Fine Arts), disease modeling (Mathematics and Health ) and ecology (Biology and Environmenta l 
studies) provide opportunit ies for br idging disciplinary gaps that were formerly unava ilable. 

Studies of the environment, sustainabili ty and the new urban environment 
Tota l fu ll-t ime headcount (eligible) (2012-13): 776 
York is a global leader of studies of environment, susta inability and urban ism across disciplines. York' s Facu lty of 
Environmental Stud ies (FES) is Canada's found ing program in environmenta l stud ies, the largest in the count ry and the 
most interdisciplinary environmental studies program in the world, w ith numerous internat ional partnerships and local 
community engagement projects. FES is t he foundat ion for an unusua l depth of research and educat ion on susta inability 
t hat exists across the university. All Facu lt ies at York are engaged in preparing students to understand and engage w ith a 
changing socia l and physical environment, w ith certificates and diplomas in Planning, Business and Susta inability, 

Commun ity Arts, Environmenta l Education, Susta inable Energy, Urban Ecologies, Disaster Management, GIS and Remote 
Sensing, and a jo int MES/JD, as well as undergraduate coll aborations wit h Health and Engineering, and an act ive 
Environmental Science program. York' s Geography department is the nationa l leader in the study of arctic physica l 
environments. York researchers are the nationa l leaders in atmospheric and weather stud ies. York' s programs in social 

geography and urban studies provide strength in urban growth, urban susta inability, urban livability, city plann ing, and 
mun icipal/civic governance. 

5: Proposed areas of st rat egic growth focus over the next three years 
(see Table 3 for new program approvals) 

Engineering and science 

Demand from Ontario students for engineering degrees has expanded by over 30 per cent in t he past five years. 

Employers in Canada are increasingly seeking engineering graduates w ith both a depth of technical knowledge and a 

breadth of professional skills. The new Lassonde School of Engineering w ill offer 2,500 places for undergraduates, and 

w ill partner w ith the Osgoode Hall Law School and York' s Schulich School of Business to teach law, business and 

entrepreneu rsh ip classes to students alongside a comprehensive, accredited engineering cu rriculum. The Lassonde 

School of Engineering is creat ing ent repreneurial engineers w ith a social conscience and a sense of globa l citizensh ip 
t he Renaissance Engineer. The fi rst stage of th is project has been completed w ith students now enrolIi ng at Lassonde 

(applications increased 26% in t he fi rst yea r) and an innovat ive new engineering buil ding set to open in 2015. By 

extension, York's programming in the sciences is being redeveloped in t he context of the new standalone Facu lty of 

Science. 


Bilingual programs 

The Onta rio Government's Action Plan for French-l anguage Postsecondary Education calls for an increase in access to 

French-l anguage postsecondary education and services in cent ral and southwestern Onta rio, giving coll ege and 

university students more opportunit ies to study in French and prepare for futu re jobs. Located in m id-town Toronto, 

w ith almost 50 years of experience in French-l anguage un iversity stud ies, Glendon is perfectly equ ipped to serve as t he 

Southern Ontario 'hub' for French-l anguage un iversity programming, in coll aboration w it h Ontario's' bilingual 

universit ies and Francophone colleges. 


Professional programs 

York proposes a su ite of new programs at the undergraduate, Master's and PhD level to buil d on its posit ion as a 

dominant provider of professiona l education. New programs are primarily in t he fields of digita l fine arts, engineering, 

health, education, gerontology, and business. Va rious liberal arts programs are also integrat ing professiona lly-relevant 

content into t he cu rriculum. A new doctoral program in Disaster and Emergency Management will address a widely 

recogn ized need for researchers and teachers in t his field. 
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Table 3. New Program Approvals in Emerging Areas of Focus 

Program area Target t otal full-time New program approvals 
(area of headcount (eligible) 

development) (2016-17) 
Number Proportion 

of instit'I Undergraduate Masters 
t otal (%) 

Engineering and 1719 4.1% Civil and Mechanica l Electr ical, Mechanical 
applied science Engineering and Civil Engineering 

Chemica l Engineering 

Bilingua l programs 2484 5.9% Business 
(all to be offered Science BioMed 
at Glendon) Psychology 

Communications/ 
Journa lism 
Foundat ions of Law 

Professional 6461 15.4% BA (Educationa l Studies) Education 

programs Digita l Cu ltu res Digita l Cultures 
Information Design Media Industry Studies 
Composit ion for Visual Arts Real Estate and 
BFA Interact ive Media lnfrastruct ure 
Design (wit h Seneca Socia l Media Market ing 

College) MBA specializations in 
Neuroscience Global Retail 

Management and Agri-
Business 

Ind ividual and 8773 20.9% (Global) Public Health 
community hea lth Aging and Gerontology 

Cred it t ransfer, To be To be det' d Bachelor ofTechnology 
partnersh ips w ith det' d Human Services 
colleges, York- Fine Arts 
Seneca Environmenta l 

Technologies 
Urban susta inability 
See BFA above 
Other programs to be 
determined as part of York-
Seneca proposal 

PhD 

Electrical, 
Mechanica l and 
Civil 
Engineering 

Digita l Cultures 
Disaster and 
Emergency 
Management 
Media Industry 
Studies 

Nursing 

Targets are subj ect to revision based on student demand and related factors. 

Healthy individuals and communities 
York w ill cont inue to develop its strength in healt h professions and research with the launch of the Faculty of Health's 
Global Health degree (BA and BSc), t he fi rst of its kind in Canada, w hich w ill provide graduates w ith the know ledge and 
skills to improve hea lth for people and communit ies worldw ide by creating condit ions that allow for greater hea lth 
equity. The Facu lty w ill also launch an undergraduate program in Neuroscience, a professiona l Master's MPH in Globa l 
Health, and a new PhD in Nursing to meet the demand for researchers and teachers in this fie ld. Over the medium term, 
York w ill cont inue to develop its proposed School of Medicine, focused on integrat ive primary care and serving t he 
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growing needs in York Region. This School w ill be dist inctive in its broad inter-professional focus, clinical/community/ 
population hea lth integration, cu lturally responsive, eHea lth technology enabled, and embedded in the diversity of the 
York Region. Research relationsh ips w ith regional cl inical partners, community health and regiona l hea lth authorit ies are 
expand ing to allow for a smooth integration of cl inical and population hea lth-based research into the broader York 
research landscape. 

Credit t ransfer, partnerships w ith colleges, York-Seneca 
York w ill expand its partnersh ip with Seneca College, w ith a view to creating a satellite campus in York Region thereby 
expand ing student choice and mobility and advancing coll ege-university transfer more broad ly throughout the system. 
The partnersh ip would bu il d on the strengths of each partner offering an integrated and holistic jo int program to 
provide students w ith breadth and depth in cr it ical inqu iry as well as the specific knowledge and focused skills needed to 
succeed and contribute to innovat ion in the knowledge economy. The York-Seneca partnersh ip would be much more 
than another 2+2 or bridging program; it would constitute a new, integrated and forward-looking approach to 
postsecondary education that cou ld serve as a model for the sector. Several cu rr icu lar projects are underway in the 
areas of engineering and technology, human services, digital med ia, urban sustainability and environmental technology. 
This init iative buil ds on York' s strength as Ontario' s largest recipient of coll ege-to-university transfer students, and our 
commitment to access and student mobility. 

6: Activities that profile institutional st rengths in each component of differentiation 

Jobs, innovation and economic development 

York' s greatest contribution to jobs, innovation and economic development is the qua lity of our graduates. Almost half 

of York's 270,000 alumni have graduated in the 21st century. They are redefining leadersh ip in business, fine arts, public 


policy, law, science, education, history, crim inology, environmenta l sciences, psychology and other fie lds. The share of 

graduates w ho are employed two yea rs after graduat ion consistently meets or exceeds the Ontario average. Innovation 

York works with externa l partners includ ing MARs Innovation and VentureLab to bring technologies and applications to 

market. York's Knowledge Mobili zat ion (KM) Unit works to ensure that local solut ions to pressing socia l issues have the 

opportun ity for broader application . W ith over six years of experience, York's KM Unit has supported more than 250 

community-campus coll aborat ions, helped community partners raise over $1M for socia l services and programs and 

attracted over $17M in engaged scholarsh ip funding for researchers, students and partners. 


Teaching and learning 

York is enriching the quality of academic programs and the student learning experience by focusing on student learn ing 

outcomes (SLOs), technology enhanced learn ing (TEL) and experiential education (EE). York is taking a lead role in the 

development of a student-focused learn ing approach that clearly articu lates competencies and SLOs by institutionalizing 

cu rricular mapping for all academic programs. We are also sett ing as a priority the measurement of SLOs. Through a 

broad consu ltation process, York has also developed an inst itution w ide TEL init iative that aligns w ith the MTCU focus on 

online education and increased flexibility for students. Bu il ding on Faculty-based innovation in EE, York is developing a 

pan-unive rsity strategy to ensure that al I students have access to hands-on learn ing opportunit ies. To improve student 

success, York is implement ing a comprehensive, institutional-wide retent ion strategy that includes an innovat ive first 

yea r student transit ion program as well as an init iat ive to improve PhD complet ion rates. York is cu rrently pilot ing the 

YU Start Program w ith a group of 1500 new students. 


Student population 

York shares the government' s commitment to providing access for all qualified learners: 


• 	 York educates more first-generation students than any other Ontario un iversity. 28.7 per cent of York' s fu ll-t ime 
students are the first generation in their fam ili es to attend higher education. This includes 11,699 fu ll-t ime students 
in 2011-12, plus 2,453 part-t ime students. 
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• 	 York is one of Ontario's top two un iversit ies for educating newcomers to Canada. 10.8 per cent of York students are 
permanent residents w ho have come to Canada from other countries. 

• 	 York enrolls more coll ege-to-university transfer students than any other Ontario university. Almost 6,000 York 
students were admitted as coll ege transfer students. 

• 	 York is serving the rapidly-grow ing northern half of the GTA. More students from York Region attend York University 
than any other university. 

• 	 On the Glendon campus, Francophone and Francophile students can pursue their studies in French and receive 
services in French. 

• 	 York is tracking ahead of target w ith 10% of the student body being internationa l students by 2013, and 12% by 
2017. 

Research and graduate education 
York is implementing a new inst itutiona l strategic research plan (for 2013 - 2018) that enunciates a vision for the future 
impact of research at York that aligns w ith teaching and learn ing experiences. York University is a leader in research that 
crosses disciplinary boundaries, and this is reflected in the narration of our research across six intersect ing themes : 

• 	 Advancing Fundamental Discovery and Crit ical Know ledge 

• 	 Ana lyzing Cu ltures and Mobilizing Creat ivity 

• 	 Bu il ding Healthy Lives and Communit ies 

• 	 Exploring the Frontiers of Science and Technology 

• 	 Forging a Just and Susta inable World 

• 	 lntegrati ng Entrepreneurial Innovation and the Public Good 

For the next five years w e see opportun it ies to significant ly advance research of our six themes as w ell as particular 
opportun it ies in five areas: 

• 	 Digital Cultures 

• 	 Engineering Research that M atters 

• 	 Healthy Ind ividua ls, Communit ies and Globa l Hea lth 

• 	 Public Engagement for a Just and Susta inable World 

• 	 Scholarship of Socia lly Engaged Research 

Program offerings 

York offers a comprehensive range of programs that reflect the needs of the GT A's highly diversified economy. York is 

know n for its strength in interd isciplinary and co ll aborat ive programs that bridge libera l arts and professional programs. 

Current and proposed areas of strength are identified in Sections 4 and 5. 


Institutional collaboration t o support st udent mobility 

York University is the recognized provincia l leader in co ll ege-university co ll aboration including unique partnersh ips w ith 

the French-l anguage co ll eges. In add it ion to our flexible block transfer credit policy that al lows for a predetermined 

number of cred its/courses, w e offer 14 successfu l co llaborative programs includ ing Design w ith Sheridan College and a 

Coll aborat ive BScN nursing program with Seneca and Georgian Colleges. York shares the Keele campus w ith Seneca 

Coll ege. In addit ion to the comprehensive list of courses from other Ontario universit ies that w e already recogn ize, York 

has launched a new cross-registration init iative w ith Ryerson that allows students at either institution to take up to 24 

cred its at the opposite University. York' s concurrent teacher education program allows Ryerson's early chil dhood 

degree students to receive a York BEd simultaneously. The concurrent program also allows GTA co llege students in 

techn ical programmes to become cert ified teachers. Other innovat ive act ivit ies include our bridging programs for 


internationally educated professionals (e.g., Nursing, Business, IT, Human Resources M anagement, Conference 

Interpret ing and Engineering) as w ell as transit ion programs to facilitate access for students from diverse backgrounds 

(e.g., Transit ion Year Program, Women 's Bridging Program). 





